
Sunday 22 September, 
3pm 

David Li Sound Gallery
The Ian Potter Centre 
for Performing Arts  



Given Volume

Matthias Schack-Arnott 
Composition & Performance

Spencer Herd 
Lighting Design

Nick Roux 
Computer Programming
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Matthias Schack-Arnott has created a work for live 
percussion and immersive electronic sound that is 
spun into webs of sound that envelop the audience.  
Utilising the 63-channel system of the David Li 
Sound Gallery to its full potential, the work creates 
pulsating rhythmic waves of visceral and ecstatic sonic 
textures. The work is the culmination of three years of 
research into the entanglement of acoustic resonance 
and electronic sound, informed by notions of sonic 
spectres, musical traces and doubling.

A unique and exciting aspect of the work of MPAC 
is our continuing investment in new technologies, 
allowing bold artists to create in near-perfect acoustic
environments over which they have a considerable 
amount of control. The David Li Sound Gallery is such 
a space, and Matthias Schack-Arnott, whose work I 
have followed with great interest for years, is such an 
artist. He is a virtuoso percussionist and superb lateral 
thinker. With this new work, Matthias and his team will 
take the Meyer Constellation on a suitably wild ride, 
while creating a multi-platform work very much at the 
forefront of contemporary musical practice. We are 
thrilled to present the premiere of Given Volume.

Professor Paul Grabowsky AO
Executive Director
MPAC



About the Artists

Matthias Schack-Arnott is an Australian artist, 
composer and percussionist, whose works  
span live performance, public art and installation. 
Described by The Guardian as ‘visually and sonically 
exquisite’, Matthias’ works have been presented 
by major festivals and contemporary art spaces 
including the Venice Biennale, Brighton Festival 
(UK), Noordezon Festival (NL), National Museum 
of Australia, Adelaide Festival, Sydney Festival, 
Melbourne Festival, RISING Festival (Melbourne), 
Arts House (Melbourne), The Unconformity 
(Tasmania), Perth Institute of Contemporary Art,  
La Comete (France), Spor Festival (Denmark),  
The Substation (Melbourne) and the National  
Gallery of Victoria.

From 2010—2018 Matthias was the Artistic 
Associate of Australia’s leading percussive arts 
organisation, Speak Percussion. He continues to 
have a close affiliation with the organisation. As a 
collaborator, interpreter and improviser, Matthias  
has worked with many leading musicians including 
Steve Reich, Claire Chase, Unsuk Chin, Valerio 
Tricoli, John Zorn, Liza Lim and Steven Schick.

Matthias has also created new works with some 
of Australia’s most celebrated choreographers. He 
co-created They Want New Language with Antony 
Hamilton in 2017 for La Comete (France) and 
recently collaborated with Lucy Guerin on  
Pendulum, a large-scale interdisciplinary which  
is currently touring internationally. 

Matthias is the winner of four Australian Art Music 
Awards, the Melbourne Prize for Music, MTNow 
Prize (Rotterdam) and three Green Room Awards.

Matthias Schack-Arnott 
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Spencer (he/him) is a multidisciplinary lighting 
designer and artist with a keen eye for detail and 
nuance, working across all forms of live performance 
including theatre, contemporary circus, cabaret, 
concerts and events. His deepest passions for 
design are lighting the world of sound through a 
collaborative process, whether that being music, 
composition, a soundscape or musical theatre.

Spencer hopes to bring a new and innovative 
outlook into the industry as a collaborative and 
dynamic artist with a painterly quality through  
new Australian works, queer stories and important 
storytelling.

Spencer’s recent credits as lighting designer 
include Romeo & Julie (Red Stitch Actors’ Theatre), 
The Last Train to Madeline (Meat Market Stables), 
FAMOUS (National Institute of Circus Arts), Frame 
Narrative (Old Fitz Theatre), The Lonesome West (Old 
Fitz Theatre), The Crocodile (fortyfivedownstairs), 
Lehenda: Ukrainian Soul, Australian Soil (The 
National Theatre Melbourne), Curveball (La Mama 
Courthouse), Pull the Pin (Blue Room Theatre),  
and From All Who Came Before (La Mama HQ).

Spencer has also been associate lighting designer 
for Rachel Burke on Far Away (fortyfivedownstairs) 
and Wittenoom (Red Stitch Actors’ Theatre),  
as well as with Katie Sfetkidis on Vampire Lesbians 
of Sodom (fortyfivedownstairs). He has also 
seconded with Trent Suidgeest on Muriel’s  
Wedding the Musical for Global Creatures at  
Her Majesty’s Theatre.

Nick Roux is an artist who uses technology to  
solve creative problems and create new problems. 
He pursues an interest in the structure and form of 
elegant systems and attempts to apply this both 
conceptually and materially to his work. Through 
sound and video his practice is focused on how 
these mediums can extend on live performance 
expression and contribute to the communication  
of ideas. 

He composes sound for dance, theatre and film 
works. Creates video animations and interactive 
video systems for music and art installations. 
Designs, programs and builds sophisticated 
instruments, devices and systems for use in 
performance works. 

Recent projects include 
The Cage Project (Matthias Schack-Arnott  
and Musica Viva) Perth and Adelaide Festivals  
Feb 2023. Designed the robotic system of the  
large scale kinetic musical sculpture. 

Desastres (Marco Fusinato) Australian Pavilion  
for the 2022 Venice Biennale. Designed a  
bespoke audio effects unit and video  
manipulation system.

Pendulum (Matthias Schack-Arnott and Lucy  
Guerin Inc) Programming and design of 40  
audio visual interactive pendulums. 

Still Lives Melbourne, Still Lives Fremantle, Still  
Lives Auckland (Luke George and Daniel Kok)  
Rising Festival 2022, Fremantle Biennale 2023,  
FOLA Auckland 2024 Sound composition. 

One Day We Will Understand (Sim Chi Yin)  
Esplanade Theatre Singapore 2024. Video  
creation and design. 

Wayfinder (Dancenorth) Touring nationally.  
System of 100 wirelessly controllable sound and  
light orbs for distribution amongst the audience. 

Spencer Herd Nick Roux



Monash University Performing Arts Centres and 
Dancenorth present Wayfinder, an exhilarating 
explosion of heart from Dancenorth Australia,  
set to music by Hiatus Kaiyote. 

Friday 18th October 
Saturday 19th October

Book tickets at monash.edu/mpac 

Wayfinder’s physical exuberance and sonic  
resonance burst onto stage in a kaleidoscopic 
fusion of dance, music, and visual art. A sublime 
new performance that speaks to our sensorial nature, 
featuring Hiromi Tango’s joyful, heart-expanding stage 
design and costume. Wayfinder reminds us of a state 
of being that transcends words that have come to 
define us; recognising connection as the central axis  
of the universe. 
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Upcoming  
Performances

http://monash.edu/mpac

